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' What we aim at

The number of people with high-functioning autism spectrum disorders
(HFASD) has skyrocketed in the last decade in Japan as well as in other
developed countries. They appear to be without autism as they have
attained normal intelligence, acquired ordinary jobs, or even succeeded
as scientists, business people, or other professionals. The borderline
between autistics and non-autistics is unclear as autism is defined as a
spectrum. This makes the situation greatly complicated. Some with
autism could live their life with no trouble while some could suffer from
mental diseases, lose their job, or even become crime victims or
criminals themselves. They are not occasionally found to be autistic until
they come across such difficulties. The later the detection, the worse the
prognosis is.

There are many views concerning autism. Brain scientists suggest
utilizing findings from neurobiology or brain-imaging to promote earlier
detection and cure of autism. On the other hand, some are against this
and go for social co-existence with autism as it is sometimes perceived
as a gift or one of personal characteristics and some actually become
geniuses (e.g. Darwin is believed to be autistic). This is a highly
controversial issue, thus our society should be prepared for the solution.

Do we accept autistics as they are? Do we help autistics overcome
difficulties by the development of brain science on autism? Our project
aims at establishing a local community which guarantees sustainable
reconciliation between the co-existence and the cure of autism and
making the society more autism-friendly. Aiming to accomplish this goal,
we promote dialogue between scientists and citizens on the issue.
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‘ How we are organized

- Surveying public awareness of autism.

- Conducting experimental trials for
establishing an autism-friendly school.

- Evaluating the appropriateness of using
oxytocin for medical treatment.

Research
concerning
ethnics, law, ,
societal issues

B P - Evaluating the appropriateness of

developing early detection

technology using brain-imaging.
- Finding the borderline for false

positive and false negative.
Creatinga - Conducting present survey on
community that HFASD at-risk infants.

- Surveying students’ opinion about
implementing Autism-Spectrum Quotient (AQ).

- Searching through trial for support system for
diagnosed autistic students.

guarantees |
reconciliation of,co-
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Research on early
detection, cure
and support for
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Research on early
detection, cure
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Consensus meeting
We hold conferences where people can discuss
ways to establish autism-friendly society.

Science café

We hold many types of events (Delivery style
—visiting places such as kindergarten, Salon style
—open to citizens, Camp style, etc.) to create a
place to talk about autism.

Science shop

We work on research issues raised by citizens.

People engaged in health, welfare
and educational service

Researchers in medicine, law, education,
sociology, philosophy, psychology, etc.




